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A destroyer is a lovely ship, probably the nicest fighting
ship of all.

Battleships are a little like steel cities or great factories of
destruction. Aircraft carriers are floating flying fields. Fuven
cruisers are big pieces of machinery, but a destrover is all boat.

In the beautiful elean lines of her. in her speed and rough.-
ness. in her curious gallantry. she is completely a ship. in the
old sense.

— John Steinbeck
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“All hunds hated o lose this good skipper in a bud storm. He had fought with
determination. patience and circamspection. He could make prom decisions
in the midst of confusion and defeat and get the most out of bis men”

— Tiear Admiral Sammel E. Morison, TUSNE ( Reu.
dizenssing Admiral Hart as he was
redieved as Commuander, T8, Asiatic Fleet,
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THE TRADITION OF THE SPONSOR
Mrs. Reginald Bragonier

The origin of the christening and launching cercmony for sea-
going ships goes far back in anliquity — at least 4,000 vears, and the
practice has now become zo0 widespread as 1o represent an almost
inviolable tradition, The christening of ships and boats by a special
person 12 practiced today by all nations in one form or another.

Until the early 19th century, ships of the 1. 5. Navy were chris-
tened by men, nsually by breaking a bottle of wine, hrandy. or Irish
whiskey over the bow of the ship. The first 1. 5, Navy ship to be
christened by a woman was the frigate CONCORD, lannched in
1828. Unfortunately, the sponsor’s name is lost to us. She is re-
membered only as “a young lady of Portsmouth,” hut she began a
powerful tradition: during the past 70 years there have been only
two known male sponsors,

Since women have become sponsors, champagne has become
the accepted christeming wmedium. Tradition has it that water was
uzed in the first stlempt to launeh the CONSTITUTION, but “0d
Ironsides” would not move and it ook three attempts to launch her.

The sponsor holds a special place in the hearts of the men who
gail the ship she christens, for her spirit iz said 1o enter the ship at
the time of launching and remain there forever,

(hur Sponsor and Special Person. Mrs. Reginald Bragonier, is
with us for our ¢ommissioning ceremony today. We are proud and
honored to have her and her family join us on this momentous day
in the lives of us 4ll,
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UNDERWAY

During seq trials this spring, HART travelisd stowly dowere the
flood-swollen M ississippi River.

-
1

On delivery trip jrom Avondale, Louisiang 1o Boston, HART Builder's and Acveptance Tr
sped at top speed for three days as o final test of the propulsion
By steTh,

ials put THOMAS ¢, HARTs
capabilities to the test.
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THE SECHAETARY OF THE MNAVY
WASHIRETON, 0. C. 30350

27 July 1873

Lisutenant Commander Ronald J. Forsk, USH
FCOo, THOMRS (C. HART ([DE-1092)

Boston Nawval Shipyard

Bastan, Massachusetts 02129

Lear Captain:

Congrotulaticns on your new command. and besk wisiies
to- yau and t2 your crew oh the cowmissioning of THOMAS C.
HART [DE-1092) .

You have heen entrugted with & versatile new warcsbip,
specifically designed for opbimum antizubmarine perlozmance
and pguipped with Lhe most advanced devices for locating and
destroying an undersea enemy. 1t will be vour proud rospon-
5ibility, and that of every man who zails with you, to com—
bing your ship's Lechnical gualities with the spirlt of
initialive and competence which has alwavs bees the mark of
the true desirdyerman.

In desiyning new ships such as THOMAS C. HART we hawve
endeavored ta continue tos improve living conditions for the
fine men wWhe sall them. I know that you share this interestb.
Although fmprovements have been made over earlicr desicns,
thers is always o need for new ideas io this important ares.
I Hope that you and your crew «Will coptipue to develop imno-—
vations in habitability Improwvemests and forward vour recom—
sendations for consideration, 1 would like Lo receive ap
advance copy of any such submissions. OUr men constituvks pur
mast vital asset. As we seek their finest performance, their
individual and collective welfare deserves our most schtive
interast,

The Futore will hold many challenges, 2of I knoow that
THOMAS . HARI® will do her fuoll share to meet them. May success
and. gaod. fortune be FoUrE. :

Sincerely,

offn W MHarner
Secretary of the: Havy

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
The Honorable John W. Warner

oy U THBUAS < HAET Ceo o)
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF
UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
Admiral Ralph W. Cousins. USN

b CEL T LR G2
el W, __m@c TP
Al walh T _f__,u.f.ul
CINE LanT =13

CUMMEMDER v CHler BToamric
AHE
FIMMARIER T Cazer 1L B ATLAN S FLRET

29 June 157,
Dear Lieutehant Commeander Forst,

On the oocasion of he cumizsicning of USS THOMRS 28
OART (DE 1092) I extend o you gnd oo all hands Ly congrato-
lations and best wishes.

THOMAE O, HAWU jainz Lhe Atlantie Fleet Cruiscs_Des Lroyver
Force during a period or growing emphnsis on "loapsc and
trimmor® seapower and ot & Bime when U, 8, =ava:r forces facn
& mounting challenge on the world's OLEANE.  Mew construction
ships like Thoens C. HART are deaicnad to peet Liuis challanan
Aand will be Yey eléemants ol the Hawvy of the 1970 vy,

As her firs+ commanding oEficer, yous =azh is te ready
Ehiz ship +n confront,. ahgage and overcome the chailopges that
lig ahead.  Ths repubation she earnz will Tofiect the dedi-
cation and professioneldom of all hands; your PErsonal resonrog-
fulsness and individual leadesship will help set bhae Ton-
tation in the tradition of the Cruizer-Destrover forens,

I am confident THOMAT o, maes Will prove s valpahle adgic
Blen to the 9. 8, Rtlaniic Flees. Welceme and good Tuex.

Sincaraly,

o T Q

) L0 B
RALPH . COUSI

Admiral, 0, 5, Havy

Lisvtonant Comsander Fonale J. Foret, U.g, Bawy
Frogpeotiive Comanding Officer THOMAS C. HART {p= 1993}
182 lones Strees

¥iddletown, Bhedo Izland n284n
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COMMAMNDANT, FIRST MAVAL DISTRICT

COMMANDER, BOSTOMN MAVAL SHIFYARD
Rear Admiral Richard E. Rumble, USN

8.__..___._...___PZDmm._ DESTROYER SQUADRON TEMN
Coptain Russel L, Arthur, USN

Captain James W, Martin, USH



a.:mm::;mmxﬁ..m h_..,,_.E.uﬁ.:.._ ?:o_xmfmﬂ:u ILINT
daneiuassadayy SO1RIG patiu()
AapsgeoTy T uyo [ 2feaouopy ay g,

HINMVAS TVAIINIYT

._“.I.__”_..w._.vm.—“ ..—.Iun.'u.ﬁ .ﬂ..:—_”_“.__._—_.u.ﬂ..u N_..m._. [EH _._..__..—_m-..._.”.._. _n._.“___._,_r ..r.m._ T

1 saay
LAY

5 TRAE) BUR 901) 150 w0 e,
._,.._.::mm oy U.;:::::U .E:__."_: QU Oo FBATDe
WO R Uy £1 O1fm ..:n.:iw._n::: PIe anad g o

FEIA e AT PR aady

PUE Louaaingy pue #g
.v.“.;- .m...__._. nr

[ .m:?.:c._ NIRRT BRIt T

PUe LEpng jeasy & A3

LIy Sl _.__m:_.._.n__u [Frtns
Jfl _h“_ _.m:..u.-_;“_.um”_r-.“_. P H._..um W-H._“m_.w_..:
SEM AN adururg pug suonviidorddy o FAFIGULOT) Gy o Unimy
_.n,.-... .:U._.m_:..-u _._H._.”.u H_Cu.wc.m. ":—H L..um ..m._uc_.-..__;m_w H._w.mm _m:“—u. HI 1m1an
B payan M g .,..mﬁ,.__ma:_. Ry uejsog jo .L_..ﬂﬂ. 203 m m.._m.._.:
AMB[OIA pur arin o onuasar g
SNy pue spuepsy H0faTy uojsog fsareyy W] Fmpnijour o,
D UMA9E paneya oy FNMUAL S U apay Diel WEnoagy 4
121 pEmp pue IMEUIS RIS patoafa som Lapyropg W ‘006T 1
ey FH-EaRsSE 3y pa
PUE [ooyag mug .:T.E....ED Agng moay pajenpeas 21 anegs
HEE M m Huisgas JINEA 0061 01 pugT o4y parer] gomgm £y
AN Jead-uaags #1[3 Funanp HNOTL oy ur dng g .ﬁta.wﬁuw_.._.. n
M w1 asoa o Eaneussaaday aimg OISR R [EEREE
MU UM ex e e UERM] Togna [ramrod s 4g) POl urussariug
HIXO Framdaray 13Ty mogdineys v SUIEIBG ]
EPLIGL] CTumE o frsroan AU papuae iy aem YL INTY
M PIegy Suninp MR nog sy w Poadas pur o] a8e ye L
9L T palsius {apjrogy URmssaIRuony Sreer LT udy oo LIty
Erantjuasiaday go FENOI G ] ST a0y uh Afmyssaa
SeY quapuadapur un IR simak gz ur swn Iy o syan dxeg
I EL61 “BMtuaanT ur Lypeangd 9704 000°¢ B 4y ssa1iuon Mg
R Bl [ TR TG [Huorssaid non qIN  snosnyoessepg UIgIf D

“Bluasanday B ose unag 1By By Buradas & Aapeopy tjdazof uioj



Military Airs th @\E\mm&

*

Arrival of Official Party “\w
oMo

g
(D
Invocation

Captain Mark P. Sullivan, CHC, USN

L] ]
Senior Chaplain, First Naval District OnLnt h\o\*v\.ﬁ LOF
*

Weleoming Remarks and Introduction of Distinguished Guests
Captain Russel L. Arthur, USN
Commander, Boston Nuvael Shipvard

*

Commissioning Address
The Honorable John J. Moakley
United States Representative
Ninth Congressional District, Wossachusetts

x

Introduction of the Commandant, First Naval District
Captain Russel L, Arthur, USN
Commander, Boston Naval Shipyard

*

Reading of the Commissioning IHrective
Hear Admiral Richard E. Bumble, USN
Commandant, First Navel Dhstrict
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER
Lieutenant Commander Ronald J. Forst, USN

The responsibility of the commanding officer for his command
is absolute, except when, and to the extent, relieved therefrom
by competent authority, or as provided otherwise in these regu-
lations. The authority of the commanding officer is commensy-
ratewith his responsibility,

— L. 5, Navy Regulations, 1973

Lieutenant Commander Ronald John Forst was born in Brook.
Iyn, New York on May 3, 1935. He graduated from thy United States
Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Poine. New York in August,
1958 with a B.S, degree in Marine Transportation, a Third Officer’s
License from the 1. §, Coast Guard, and a commission as Ensign in
the United States Navgl Reserve,

Hiz first assignment came in Novembher, 1958 as Deck division
officer on the amphibious cominand ship MOUNT McKINLEY
(AGC-T), and was followed by a tour as Gmnmﬂ.mu.ﬂrmnmm of the
I, 'S. Navy Branch Oceanographic Office, Wilmington, California
from 1960-1962,

After augmentation to the regular Navy, Lieutenant Commander
Forst reported to the destroyer COGSWELL (DD-631) in 1962 4
Weapons angd Operations Officer. In September, 1964 he began a
postgraduate cogrse of study at Texas A & M University whish led
to a Master’s degree in Physical __w:.ﬁm:__.__nwmm&u, in 1966,

In July, 1966, as Lientenant Forst, he commanded the Ti3%
HICEMAN COUNTY (18T.82%5, in Vietnamese waters, then re.
ported as Assistam Weapons and Gunnery Officer an the cruiser
OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG-5). 1g December, 1968 he became Exeen.
tive Officer of the destroyer PUTNAM (DD-757) and served unti]
July, 1970 when he wag sszigned as Aide and Flag Secretary to the
Commander, Cruizer-Destroyer Force, U. 5. Atlantic Fleet. Tt was
from this position that he assumed the duties of Prospective Com-
manding Officer of THOMAS . HART (DE 1092) in early 1973,

In addition to the National Defense Service Medal, Lieutenant
Commander Forst holds the Combat Action Ribbon, the Vietnam
Service Ribbon with two bronze stars and 1he Republic of Vietnam
Meritorious Tnit Citation,

Lieutenant Commander Forst s married o the former Payla
M. Crean of Port Chester, New York, The Forsts reside in Virginia
Beach, Virginia, with their four children: Alison, Tracy, Jon and
Christopher,
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OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

OPERATIONS OFFICER

LT W. Scott Slocam, TIAN

Born: August 13, 1946

Greenwich, Connecticut

Education: AB., Histery and Evonomics,
Princeton University, 1968: Naval Te-
stroyer School, 1973

Previoms Assignments: US8 DYESS
(DIEA0) ., Electronic Material Officer,
Combat Information Center (Hfcer,
196419701 TE& DETROIT (AOE4),
Electronic Material Officer, Operations
Oifieer, 19701973

Hometown: Gladwyme, Pennsylvanin

COMBAT INFOREMATION

CENTER OFTICER

LTIG Robert C. Whitelatch, TSN

Born: April 2%, 1945

MNorfolk, Virginig

Eduocation: B.5., Metaflurgical Engineer-
ing, TTniversity of Uiah, 1971

Previons Assignmenta: Enlisted service
1864-1967: NESEP Program, 1967:1971;
Uss JULITIS A, FURER (DEGs),
Communicationa Officer, 197119735

Hometown: Moundsville, West Virginia

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
LTJG Lec E. Burgess, USN
Dorn: Auwpgost 15, 1940

Detroit, Michizan

Education: B.5., Ecanomics, U. S, Naval
Aeademy, 1971

Previons Aszsignments: 1755 MYLES .
FoX (DDa23), Communication (ME-
cer, Electronic Mumerial Officer, 1971-
1973

Hometown: Livonin, Michigan

ELECTRONIC WARFARE OFFICER
LTI John E. Gulae, USN
Burn: Oewober 29, 1948
Joliet, Illinois
Education: B.5. Mechanical Engineering,
University of Notre Dame, 1971

Previons Assighments: USS DETROIT
[AQEA4}, Electronie Materiel Officer,
19711973

Hometown : Joliet, [lHineis



SEXD ] CUGISTOT] FUMOIHUEE]

L6 ooy sdiony Ayddng

[EAER SRIAT AI[RHILy] 1E CIIAOJIIET} JO
Aadaatu) CRasiumgn) SO S wonmanpy

BRI B TP e

GPET BT uiAs0p] fudng
AISN DS CHesspes T PIARG SNT
HADAAD DNTSHESI

BPLIO]] SRR TUMELRULO
£L6l
Tral suonoadsuy Apddng prouuay a0
Jeony() Furpdedsu) I00ERS YN TR0
HOTAHAS HAANVHNHOD *TL51
gl IS0} 0IAET)y  CIIoup)  BorAddy
poo faean Susangsig {HOV)
VLIHDIM S5 ssuammfissy  snojasg]
goaT ooy sdaoy Apddong Jessy)
SROS1-LOp1 CAMSIAAN] YNNG BRIE[RIED)
qiIap] CApnig AUMPEIG 49T RuRiag
PUE sajnxal o adaqrony etgdpEpeyg
Angpuegyy paxs ] gty suelwanpy
T3 (1 MUOIEULEE Ay
EFH1 “HG S Suaug
hSn 0g semoderpdoy [ Les 17
HADAAC A'EdA0S

INAWLIVdHA AIdds

paEps] apoy aml s s EaalEey
LOT MALBpEry (EAEN 5 CT)
SAgdesdousas Mgty tusnEInpy
PUBfiaz |y “epsaiyleg
[e4] “0p JOGUIDACA] LTI
A CEUedT] I YaEg ENH
UADAAC TVIHILVI DINOTIDATH

HI0 R MEL] UG  uMORRUe T
LOT-TAGT "=ty wolstalyy
T Y UCOEMIUIUE U (TS AD)
QIJAHLNT S50 'LL6T-0L6T Sutuisag
JIENE IIY [BABL] [IIUMUTISEY  SUGIAR1g
(LAT “HMITIAUY rOygRaiio. ]
Ian[assua )y JUIULERTERN “§ § TUDIIEMpN
AAB L map] taRnaRlig
BRGT ‘T 4TI Curog
NS easmopespy g g S
HOLYVIIAVM

INFNLIVJAA NOLLYOIAVN




WEAPONS DEPARTMENT

WEAPONS OFFICER

LT Jubm . McKendrick, Je, I8N

Rarn; Mav 3, 1943

Washington, 0. .

FEdavation: Virminia Pelviechnic Insti-
tate 19011962 ; B.5. Political Science.
L. 5 Naval Academy. 1906: MS,
UDevanopraphy, MNaval Posigraduate
Schood, 1972; Naval Destrover Srhool,
1973

Previous Assignmente: S5 DITPONT
(DD-%411,  AntiSubmarine Warfare
Offieer, 1066-1UAH: TUUSS ALBERT
DAVIDY (DEI0500, Combat Toforme-
tion Center (Miicer, 1068-1960

Huomerown s Richmond

Vieginia

+

CUNNERY ASSISTANT
LTJG Joil P. Hoxie, USN
Born: Decemher 4, 1948
Waterloo, Iowa
Education: A.R., Political Science, Prince-
tont University, 1971

Previous Assignments: USS5 GURKE
(DD-783), First Lieutenant, Combat
Information Center (fficer, [1971-1973

Homietown: Waterloo, lowa

ANTISUBMAHRINE WAHFARE

OFFICER

ENS Jared T. Kieling, 115N

Born: April 11, 1949
Minneapalis, Minuesota

Educytion:  Albert-Ludwig  Universitit,
196%-1970; AR, German Literatore,
Princeton University, 1972

Previons Assipnments: TS5 CHARLES
P. CECIL DD-835), Anti-Submarine
Warfare Officer, 1972.1973

Hometown: Saeramento, California

FIRST LIEUTENANT

ENS Kerry B. Long, USN

Born: Janoary 19, 1958
Brooklyn, New York

Education: AR, Palitical Seience,
Colgate Hniversity, 1972

Hometown; Dix Hills, New York



(930 NN eIy Y yEepy (empy —

.m_ﬂ..uuu-umuh.ﬂm ﬁ.:.: .:r.:.-. 3:¢ﬂadr.wﬂﬁhnhaqhu..ht k.:-..u..ﬁ nk.:Eh.u_HLﬁrm.H_
sagpng Jnok ‘Hunnera pag [oldg suiop dnok wpes aq sees anod Avjy
ERHRIE YN - sgaoffa ane jp— sioffo anod ssapg pog Ky

..-::.._ LATR m..'u.__.: .n_..ﬂ.h.n.q
suoponfsins fo pmf toue ajgou m §1 J1 Jmq ysel Ao uw 9g jou
Jiron sty s 01 uo gt passpd pup ‘1 pagsosaad ‘saapasuratyy dof g
poudnz sdayjpfodof amo so gynl wopesl| Uae S11 U4 ISNU UOLTDLD
-upd ong v ¢ ceuopn @ees dy wo ysimof jouwed wopdady

.MNEW:?W*:CQ ...A,H..u dip .n.!“vzu.-uumu-.-u..ﬁ:h..h m..‘..q ._ﬁk...._.:%-.:..uwhw_..! r.m.m__ ._Hu._u_n.nu.n._.

SHOISTT]T OU 00y U2 8 4] ‘Adetoos doaf [0 sqom oyl sefuagioys juiy

unonaduwes » fsuorsodoxd aprapreen fo suo Cuennedwod sanad
pun s§i0p ot padvius s ‘apdoad osasf su Cuepuu wosp Co g

o punoford o Furduagpya atotw

waady doas sorpungeoddo sy ospey a0y Sualin oaow a0 Caageead
uga tanou sy danflo ey Bosh daoans v jo eounpsedw oy g

BLELOL BT AS[MEBIE] + UMOISIHOT]
EIGI-TLAT ‘MuEMWISEy [onimoer)
afumeq oy [Fuuvsisg ‘([AADY)
HAAQTD S50 nwswudEsy  snolasag
TLAT “Aiazaar sy
[HEadRH CfluFudescs) Sy TO0HEIMPY
SN, TRITIAE
GFOT 'BT 3901}y FUI0g
AEIL TID ey uey SITTT
INVISIESY TOHILNOD HIVINTA

£

AMONILEY SHPPLASLIOT] 2 I
SLOT[Enl
quEwlEsy woksndody e S inalio)

NOTTAHS 551 (Susuf sy snofasy]
LlgT “dmapeay |eavy ‘g ‘0 Ful
B i ek G S VR RS R ol = SR P B R B |
ELULT AT 4 “PAO a1y
BYAT 0T AB[Y Tuany
NS I tpAeg o HRTES DILT]
LNV ISISSV NOIS L 1dd NIV

BUBIPU] OIS N F UM Ui0 g
ELOTOLOT =90
suonEsslyy  JuwiwsEy SISO d8IuEs)
TOIRUITON] N[0T I0IREIAER] T3]0
[eaimor) eEEMEC] ©(L[-OT0) TTINUYVA
OAMMYH 8Bl SULAl-iga] ‘desupd
ST RNy URISIRSY [O2IUGT} ?m_._ﬂnn:u.
SLSTTIST) LINNOD "ALSIHOD

SLEHM S5[] sslusmudssy ENUTARI]
£LaT fJooyag Jadansag]
[BABL] UQRT ANISIRALLTY 21EIG [[B( ‘uon

SHIEIUDUPY  SSRulEnY) Mgy TuenEelnpy

USSR [, S [IANOTY]

E¥61 LT YIEW uavy

NZ[ “EmE Y ey LT

HADIA0 HAANIONG

INAWLIVAIAd ONITUTANIONI




OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

(Chisgf Operations Specialist Chief Flectronics Technician Lileief Kadionun
JOAN T GORIDNON PATRICK 5 CUMMINS JACK D MeKINZIE

(I DIVISION OF IMVISION O DIVISHON
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The Commission

The President of the United States of America: To all whe shall see these presents, greeting:
Know ye that reposing special trust and confidence in the potriotism. valor, fidelity and abilitics of
frame), I du, appoint him (ronk) in the United States Navy. ... This offtcer will therefore carefully
and diligently discharge the duties of the office to which appointed by doing and performing all
manner of things thereunto belonging.

And T do strictly charge and require those officers and other personnel of lesser ronk to render
such obedicnce as is due an officer of this grade and position. And this officer is to observe and follow
sieh orders and directions, from time to time, as may be given by me ... or other superior officers
acting in accordance with the laws of the United Srates of America.

This commission is to continue in force during the pleasure of the President of the United States
of America, for the time being, under the provisions of those Public Laws relating ro officers of the
Armed Forces of the United States of Americn,

PO Creed :

For nearly 200 years, Chicfs before vou hove frecly accopted responsibility ... and by their
performunce commanded the respect of their seniors as well as their juniors.

It is now required that you be the fountain of youth and wisdom. the ambussador of goed will,
the authority in personal relations as well as technicel epplication. “Ask the Chief” is a household
word in and out of the Novy., You Are Nowe That Chief.

The exalted position you hove achieved exists only because of the attitude and performance of
Chicfs before you. It shall exist only so long as you and your compatriots maintain these standards.

_ Z

&
,rﬁw

From the [rigate under sail to the submarine powered by nuclear energy and from the smooth-
bore cannon to the guided missile, technological advances have in no way altered the foct thar the
heart of the Navy iz the trained sailor. ;

— Hear Admiral Julius A, Furer, TISN









