Ahoy Shipmates,
We are starting our drive to Norfolk Reunion 2011 now!!  We would like to introduce you to the plans we have in the works, and would like to hear back from you with any suggestions or questions.

Dates for the Reunion are Wednesday, July 27th thru Sunday, July 31st, when we all say farewell until the next Reunion.  BUT, if you would like to come down for the whole week, we have a few rooms set aside at our special rate.  First come first served.  If you are interested in coming in for the whole week contact Steve at:  804-241-4264, or e-mail him at:  twosouls1life@comcast.net  

Wed is primarily for registration and getting settled.  There are no specific events scheduled for that day, but Thursday-Saturday is another story. 

Steve Garcia has worked extremely hard on finding Hotels, tours and setting up our Dinner on Saturday evening.

The hotels we have selected are the Hampton Inn, and the LaQunuita Inn and Suits.  These hotels were selected for their location and the great prices they offered.  Both have swimming pools and a continental breakfast.  Steve also checked on using points if you have them.  The Hampton Inn is a Hilton property so you can use Hilton points there. Points users need to make their reservations through the regular channels they would use, and our discounts at the selected hotels do not apply.  But then again if you are using points, it's free.  The rates are $99 + tax at the Hampton Inn and $69 + tax at the LaQuinta Inn.  Rooms are already blocked, so you can start making your reservations now.  There is also a Holiday Inn and a Marriott Courtyard next to where we are staying if someone has points at either of those properties.

To make reservations at the LaQuinta Inn call 757-497-6620 and tell them you are with group #1096 (no reference to the ship #) and the type of room you would like.  Or fax your information to 757-456-9780 attention Pam Witham.

To make your reservations at the Hampton Inn call 757-490-9800 and give them group code TCH (this is a ship reference) and the type of room you would like.  Or fax your information to 757-490-3573 attention Maria Brunner.

If you have any problems with your reservations call or e-mail Steve. 
Steve and his wife Dee have also decided to do something special.  It’s kind of a “lay-a-way’ plan.  You can send whatever amount you feel comfortable with to them and they will put it away in a bank account specifically for the Reunion and send you a receipt.  A ledger will be kept of what you have deposited towards the Reunion, and your fees can be paid out of your account.  Any money you may have left over will be returned to you at the reunion, “extra spending money”.  The idea is so that you will not have to come up with a lump sum all at once. With economic times the way they are, they thought this might make it easier for whom ever wants to take advantage of this program.  Dee has 30 yrs in banking, and one of the board members will also be on the account, should, God forbid, anything happen to Steve and Dee. 
Also if you find any Shipmates get them to use you as a referral when they sign up. We will have a prize for the person who refers the most people. Let’s make this the best and biggest Reunion so far. I know I am already anxious to see shipmates new and old. It’s my family away from home, we took care of each other during good and bad times (mostly good) and then we went our separate ways.  Over the years we wonder what happened to each other and never were we far from our thoughts. Stories told over and over laughed and cried, but never forgotten.  We made friends that no matter how long it is till we see each other we will always be just that FRIENDS!!  
My Father In-law turned 75 a few years ago and we threw him a party. Without his knowledge my wife and I searched and found 3 of his Marine buddies he served with in Korea. What a surprise for him and the tears flowed from everyone.  Let’s see some tears of joy at our next Reunion as we see each other again or for the first time in 30+ years as will be the case for the Plank Owners!

Until we greet each other at the Reunion!!!  Following Seas my friends.
E. Scott Ruerup

President 

Thomas C. Hart FF/DE 1092 Veterans Association

908-591-5947

eruerup@yahoo.com
PS: We are putting together a golf outing for Thursday afternoon for anyone who would like to play. It will be approx. $17.50 per person at Oceana. More to follow on tours and events.
